ANIMAL LIBERATIONIST

Good evening. My name is Tom Liberty. I’m sure that most of you have heard of me and know that I am a supporter of animal rights. I am also the Principal of the local high school.

I believe that these possums have more right to be on the island than any of the people who think that they can use the island any time they want to. I know that the possums are causing damage to the environment, but even when they do things like eat the eggs of rare birds, it’s just the way that nature works.

In fact, if the possums didn’t hang around the Centre here and at the toilet blocks at Considine Beach, people wouldn’t even notice them. Nobody would think they were a problem and they would be left alone.

The problem here is people, not possums. The possums have a right to live! I feel so strongly about this that if any of these animals are killed or harmed in any way, I’ll make sure that none of the students from my school go to the island on camps.

(PROP: Animal Rights T-Shirt)

ANIMAL LIBERATIONIST – TONY

YOU BELIEVE THAT THE ONLY PROBLEM IS THE PEOPLE – NOT THE POSSUMS!

You are a 35 year old professional, employed as a Principal at the closet high school to the island.

You are vegetarian because you hate the thought of any animal dying, and will go out of your way not to stand on an ant. You are a very radical supporter of animal rights and are well known in the local area as an activist.

You believe that the Australian native possum had a greater right to be on the National Park island than introduced people. Although you understand that the possums are causing environmental damage as well as eating other animals (even rare birds eggs), you believe that this is all part of a natural process and eventually there will be a balance. Isn’t that what evolution and nature is all about anyway?

You are adamant that not one possum should be harmed. It is not their fault, they all have a right to live. You believe that cute baby possums have more right to be on the island than any people and should not be killed or removed. You feel so strongly about the issue that if there is a decision to kill or harm these animals in anyway, you will refuse to let any of your school students go to the island for education excursions.

You also believe that possums only worry people because they live in old buildings at the Centre and the toilet blocks at Considine. These buildings are making the problem seem bigger than it really is.

(PROP: Animal Rights T-Shirt)

PRINCIPAL NKIEEC – PETE

My name is Pete Master and I’m the Principal of the school here on the island. I think that the possums are a big problem and that the safety and health of the students that come to the island is put at risk by these animals.

I know that the National Parks are responsible for looking after the island as a whole, so 12 months ago I wrote to the Head Ranger and told him about the problems the possums are causing. For example, the possums are getting into the water system, chewing on electrical cables, biting children and keeping staff and students awake at night. We have had to stop planting shade trees as the possums only eat them, and they are killing all the gum trees around the Centre. Also their urine causes a horrible smell around the place.

I know that the rangers have started work on the project, but nothing much seems to have been done so far. This is a very frustrating situation. The rangers do not have enough money to deal with the problem properly, so I have written to the Minister of Environment asking for more money for them. I have also tried to get funding so that the old buildings at the Centre can be removed. This would get rid of one place that the possums live. Education Queensland said that there are more important things for them to spend their money on and that they have already given us $2,000 to help trap the possums.

I think that it would be possible to catch the possums and move them to other schools. Research shows that only one possum out of every four would survive in the new place, but it would help solve the problem and it would be fairly cheap.

(PROP: NKIEEC Shirt)

PRINCIPAL NKIEEC – PETE

You believe the possums and endanger the safety and health of your students. You also know that the National Parks are responsible for the management of the island as a whole.

12 months ago, you wrote to the local ranger and advised of the possum problem which included:

· impact on the biodiversity on the island

· possums getting into water system

· chewing on electrical cables

· biting children 

· keeping staff and students awake at night

· horrible smells from urine

· stopping planting of shade trees as possums eat them all when they are planted out

· killing all gum trees around the lease

you know the rangers have started work on the project, but little seems to have been done to reduce the problem. You are now very frustrated. You believe that the rangers are under funded for this project. You have written to the Minister of Environment requesting that additional funds be given to the local rangers to sort out the problem so that your students can be safe from the possums, and that landscaping can commence.

You have also tried to get funding to remove the old buildings on the lease which house some possums, however, every time you ask Education Queensland for money, you are told that there are other more important priorities, and that they have already given $2,000 to provide lids for the interceptors which used to trap possums before.

You believe the best option is to catch the possums and relocate them to visiting schools, even though research shows that only one in four will survive after two weeks.

(PROP: NKIEEC Shirt)

CONSIDINE CAMPER – MAX

My name is Max Crocket and I hate the possums! They’re a pest and must be got rid of quickly!

I’ve been coming to North Keppel Island every September holidays for the last 17 years. There has been a huge increase in the number of possums over the past few years and it is really obvious that they are causing a lot of destruction on the island.

Of course the worst thing about the possums is that they have spoilt the camping, and the reason that the island was made into a National Park in the first place was so that people could camp here. The last time my family was here the possums ripped our $500 tent, urinated on my daughter and bit my son- and that was only the first night. They kept us awake every night with their fighting. They wee’d and poo’d everywhere including in the drinking water I had brought over, and on the table where we needed to prepare the food. The final straw was when they got into the esky and ruined the food. We had to go hungry for the last couple of days – even the possums started to look delicious.

My wife and I were so upset that we wrote a letter about the possums to the Head Ranger, 60 Minutes and the Minister demanding that something be done. I’d be a lot happier if my tent was paid for and I got a refund on my camping fee.

I don’t care how you get rid of the possums, so long as they’re gone by next September!

(PROP:  Possum Hat)

CONSIDINE CAMPER – MAX

YOU HATE THE POSSUMS! THEY ARE A PEST AND MUST BE IRADICATED QUICKLY!

You are 40 years old and have been coming to North Keppel Island every September holidays for 17 years. You noticed a huge increase in the possum population over the past few years and are very aware of the destruction they are causing the island that you love so much and keep returning to.

These possums are also a real problem because you cannot enjoy your camps, which is one of the reasons why the island was made a National Park.

On your last camp possums had:

· ripped apart you $500 ultralight multipitch tent

· got into the esky and ruined the food

· bit your son

· urinated on your daughter at night time

· poo’d and wee’d into the drinking water you brought

· kept you awake at night time because they fought

· smashed your stubbies which were on the table

· urinated on the food preparation area

Because the possums ate all your food, your family went hungry for the last four days of camp. You were so hungry that even the possums looked delicious! When you were finally picked up and returned to the mainland, you were so furious that you wrote a letter about them to the Ranger, 60 Minutes and the Minister demanding that something be done. You also want to be paid for your tent, and have your camping fee given back. You don’t care how the possums go as long as they’re not there next year!

(PROP:  Possum Hat)

NATIONAL PARKS RANGER – ROBIN

Good Evening, my name is Robin Wood. As the Head Ranger for the National Parks in this region I am responsible for the management of this island. I have called this meeting so that something can be done about the possums as quickly as possible.

I have organised tests that show that the possums are not native to the island and I have spoken to some world experts who have studied the possums here. They have found that is not possible to introduce a disease that will control the possum population. They have recommended that poison baits should be used to kill most of the possums and that they rest should be shot. This would cost about $20,000. I am worried that some people might get upset if we did this, as poison baits cause a painful death for the possums.

Another option is sterilisation which would cost about $10,000. This would stop the possums from breeding but it would take 20 years to get rid of them.

I believe that the best option is to shoot the possums. This would only cost $4,000.

(PROP: National Parks Uniform)

NATIONAL PARKS RANGER – ROBIN

You realise that, as head ranger, you are responsible for the management of the island and you need to do something about the possums issue QUICKLY! This is why you have called the meeting.

You do not want to be transferred or sacked!

You have already initiated a DNA sampling test, which has proven that the possums are not native to the island.

You have spoken to some New Zealand researchers who have studied the possums at North Keppel Island and are the world experts on the issue of possums. They have found no disease that can be introduced and have recommended 10-80 baits will kill 90% of the possum population and the last 10% should be shot. This is very expensive exercise for such a large island and will cost $20,000. You also fear what the convservationists may think about this idea, as 10-80 is a cruel and painful death, even though it is species specific.

Sterilisation is very expensive ($10,000) and, if successful, will take 20 years to get rid of possums.

You want to end up with the best result. You have researched the problem and, for $4,000, you can shoot the possums.

(PROP: National Parks Uniform)

WILDLIFE PRESERVATIONIST – ZOE

Hi, my name is Zoe Keeper. I know the possums have become a real problem on the island but I will not support shooting or poisoning as it is not natural and can be very cruel.

I think that the best solution would be to introduce dingoes to the island. The dingoes will reduce the number of possums as they hunt for food. I would like the National Parks to look into this idea. This research would take four to five years and would be quite costly, however I think that a natural solution is the way to go.

I will get together a Possum Action group and take this idea to the newspapers if it is necessary.

(PROP: Save the Whale Type T-Shirt)

WILDLIFE PRESERVATIONIST – ZOE

You are a 35 year old employed person devoted to looking after the Australian wildlife, and a well known and respected local identity. You understand that the possums have become a problem, however, you will not support shooting or poisoning as it is unnatural, and at times very cruel.

You believe that introducing dingoes could be the best option, as dingoes are a native predator to possums. You want the National Parks to research this.

You also know that this research may take four or five years and is very costly. However, you believe that ultimately it will be the right solution.

To achieve this, you are prepared to get together a Possum Action group to lobby the Minister and gain full community support.

(PROP: Save the Whale or Save the Seal Type T-Shirt)

ABORIGINAL DESCENDENT – MUGGA MUGGA

G’day my name is Mugga Mugga. I’m a descendent of these islands and I lead the local Aboriginal Corporation.

It makes me really sad to see the damage the possums are doing and I am worried about the conservation of some of the known aboriginal sites on the island. For instance, the possums are causing erosion of middens.

If the possums had always been on the island, I am sure that the descendants would have kept the numbers under control, as they are good eating and a good source of protein. The possums have only been a problem since my people were taken from the island some 90 years ago.

I can understand all the points of view given at this meeting, however, as a descendent of the original owners, I want to have some control over what happens. I would also like to be employed to help manage the problem.

My corporation believes that one solution could be to gain a permit for Aboriginal descendents to traditionally hunt possums (using firearms). This would also give our members a chance to regain their links with the island in a useful and meaningful way.

(PROP: Aboriginal head Band / Shirt)

ABORIGINAL DESCENDENT – MUGGA MUGGA

You are the leader of a local Aboriginal Corporation and a descendent of these islands.

It saddens you to see the damage the possums are doing and you fear the conservation of some known aboriginal sites on the island could be in jeopardy if something is not done soon. The possums are causing erosion of middens.

You have done some research when you were employed as a National Parks ranger, but have not identified any records of possums (or their remains) in middens.

You are understanding of other points of view, however, as a descendant of original owners, you want to have some control of possums (or their remains) in middens.

If the possums had always been on the island, however, you are certain that the descendents would have kept the numbers under control, as they are good eating and were a good source of protein. The possums have only been a problem since “your” people were taken from the island some 90 years ago.

Your corporation believes that one solution could be to gain a permit for Aboriginal descendants to traditionally hunt possums regularly (using firearms). This may also give your members a chance to regain their links with the island in a useful and meaningful way.

(PROPS:  Aboriginal Head Bands / Shirt)

