Konomie Island EEC

STUDENT  USE  &  POSSESSION  OF  MOBILE  PHONES  & SIMILAR  ELECTRONIC  DEVICES

Rationale:

The use of mobile phones and similar electronic devices is disruptive to the learning and living environment of all students at the Centre and should be discouraged..  

Outcomes Expected:

· Students are deterred from bringing electronic devices to the Centre which have the potential to 

1. detract from the island experience 

2. cause significant concern to parents/guardians of students who may be involved in an emergency situation (including medical emergencies); and

3. interfere with privacy rights at this isolated residential facility.

· We understand the importance though to some teenagers these devices play in their lives. Any phones bought to the centre will be handed in at the start of camp to the office, for safe storage. There will be time at the end of the day, around 4:30pm-5:00pm where students can access these phones for half an hour and then hand back in to the visiting teachers, who will store securely.
Procedure:

1. Students should be discouraged from bringing items such as mobile phones, and similar electronic devices on camp. If there is a need to take photos for assignments, mobile phones are not to be used and cameras should be encouraged. The centre also has a number of gopros available for this work.
2. This information is to be provided at orientation programs, and reinforced through draft consent forms for schools to access.

3. Students whose parents wish them to bring a mobile phone to camp to be used to contact parents in extenuating circumstances must ensure the mobile phone is handed in at the commencement of camp for safe storage. There is an office phone that can be used.
4. The school office is the preferred place for the storage of these phones.   No liability will be accepted by the school in the event of the loss, theft or damage of any device.

5. It is important that students display courtesy, consideration and respect for others whenever they are using a mobile phone.  This includes not contacting others about medical emergencies that may have occurred on the island.  

6. If a mobile phone or similar device is brought to the Centre and not reported according to this policy, the administration will confiscate the item for the remainder of the program and store it at the office.  At the conclusion of the program, the item can be collected by the students.  

7. If a program requires the use of mobile phones (collection of field data/drone flight) the phones will be carried to the site by visiting teacher and handed out. On the completion of the collection of data/drone flight, phones will be handed back immediately to visiting teachers for transportation/storage. 

8. Students using mobile phones or similar items inappropriately or bringing disrepute onto the Centre through the use of these devices will have disciplinary action taken against them.
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